Utah Division of Facilities, Construction & Management Renewable Energy Grant Application

General Information
Through this grant the State of Utah Division of Facility and Construction Management provides opportunities to qualifying parties to receive funding reimbursements for applications of renewable energy technology and demonstration projects. The intent of these awards is to create awareness of the benefits of renewable energy throughout the State of Utah, and fund projects that have a high chance of succeeding but need help overcoming barriers to make the project viable. 

Project funding comes from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) in the form of a reimbursement and will fund renewable energy projects installed on State Owned Facilities. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) was enacted for the following purposes:

· To preserve and create jobs and to promote economic recovery,

· To assist those most impacted by the recession,

· To provide investments needed to increase economic efficiency by spurring technological advances in science and health,

· To invest in transportation, environmental protection, and other infrastructure that will provide long-term economic benefits, and
· To stabilize state and local government budgets in order to minimize and avoid reductions in essential services and to minimize and avoid counterproductive tax increases.  
The amount available for funding awards varies and will be offered on a competitive basis.  The project must be able to comply with all federal regulations that apply to ARRA. 
DFCM has access to $4 Million total for this grant. A maximum of $400,000 per qualified applicant may be awarded unless the committee feels there are too few qualified applicants.  The committee may limit the award to one per State Institution or Agency to maximize awareness throughout different regions of Utah.  DFCM reserves the right to reject any or all applications.
Projects will be evaluated by a committee comprised of three to five representatives from DFCM and the State Energy Program.  The committee will use this application to determine how well they meet the following goals: 

· Educate communities about renewable energy, 

· Create high value renewable energy projects at competitive cost,  

· Develop plans for operating and maintaining renewable energy systems efficiently, 

· Offset energy from non-renewable sources, and

· Ability to comply with all federal and state guidelines including the ability to fit the project in the allotted timeframe.

Eligibility 

Projects must be associated with a State Owned Facility utilized by a State Agency or Higher Education Institution, and shall follow all State guidelines and requirements for procurement and management of a state project.  The renewable project can be associated with a building that is concurrently being constructed or as a stand-alone project in conjunction with an existing facility.  A separate contract will be used for the funds in either case.    
· Renewable energy projects eligible for funding awards may include those that utilize technologies such as solar. The generation must meet Green-e Energy standards. See information available at - http://www.green-e.org/getcert_re_stan.shtml#standard.  Funds may only be used for things directly related to the renewable energy system.
· Project must be located on and connected to a State facility or located over paved areas or parking lot of a State Facility.  Ground mounted installations are not eligible.  
· Project must be one of the following to avoid the need to complete an independent NEPA review: a solar thermal system, a Wind turbine less than 20 kW, a Solar PV array less than 300 kW, a ground source heat pump less than 5.5tons, or a biomass thermal system less than 3mmBTUs/hr with Best Available Control Technology.     
· All applicants are required to match DFCM grants funds with cash or in-kind matching funds.  Applicants are required to provide funding matches of at least 50% of overall project cost.
· The project must include methods and strategies to educate about renewable energy.
· The project shall  comply with  the following regulations in its entirety; in other words this project MAY NOT designate portions or parts that do not meet these regulations and fund them by other means:

· American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
· Davis Bacon Wages Act

· Buy American Act

· Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
For more information about the Davis Bacon Wages Act go to http://www.dol.gov/esa/whd/contracts/dbra.htm.

Application Instructions 
We need a thorough understanding of your project, and this application is meant to establish the viability of a potential project. Funds are available as a reimbursement from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. It is strongly recommended that applicants first read through the information available by going to fedconnect.net and doing the following : 
1. Go to http://www.FedConnect.net/

2. Click on "Search Public Opportunities”

3. Select "Reference Number" in the Search Criteria drop down box and then enter the Reference Number of the funding opportunity you are interested in (DE DE-FOA-0000052), followed by clicking the “Search” button. 
 Applicants must complete the application form provided in this document for their project to be considered for funding.  If you are unsure about the answer to any particular question, please submit the most detailed information you have available. Respondents should note that the questionnaire will serve as the primary means by which projects will be evaluated for viability.  Delegation authority for management of the project by the agency or institution will follow DFCM standards and a design-build or other appropriate selection process may be used to award a contract to perform the work once the application is accepted.  Questions about the fund award, the questionnaire, and the funding process should be submitted to the Division Facilities, Construction & Management, State Office Building 4110, Salt Lake City, UT 84114 attention Chamonix Larsen or by email to chamlarsen@utah.gov.  There will also be an hour long optional meeting to ask questions on Feb 18, 2010 at 2pm in the State Office Building Auditorium on the Capitol Campus.  
You may submit an attachment with your completed application to support your proposal including schematics, drawings, photographs, one-page maximum narrative, permits, letters of support, etc. you consider useful in the evaluation of your project.  If supplemental documents are attached please provide a table of contents.
Your application should include clearly stated objectives, specific tasks to achieve them, construction plans if available, evidence of your projects feasibility which can include permitting, interconnection arrangements, operator experience, an expected installation timetable, itemized costs of completing your project – i.e. equipment costs, installation costs, ongoing operating and maintenance costs, permitting costs and other relevant costs. You should describe work that has already been done toward implementing the project and how the impact and effectiveness of the project will be measured. You should also describe all sources of financing or revenue as part of the application.  We strongly encourage our applicants to seek funding or in-kind donations from a variety of sources to strengthen the application. Project applicants may be chosen to receive full or partial funding of the amount requested.
All projects should incorporate a demonstration component or plan of how the knowledge gained will be used to build the renewable energy market.  
COMPLETED APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 5PM Mountain Standard Time March 2, 2010 at the DFCM Office, Room 4110, State Office Building, Salt Lake City Utah 84114.  The timely return of a completed application is mandatory for consideration.  DFCM will contact you for further information, so please provide current contact information.  You will be notified in writing if your application is being considered by March 17, 2010. 

Award Process & Funding Award Agreement 
The Division of Facility and Construction Management will make award reimbursements to project sponsors upon receipt of a signed acceptance/agreement letter and finalization of contract. In exchange for providing funding DFCM requires award recipients to commit to a set of deliverables. Applicants should be aware of the following requirements if selected as an award recipient.    
Written monthly activity reports are required on the 20th day of each month until the project is complete and online.  The report must include the following: 
· ARRA activity reporting checklist, 
· Project summary/overview statement, 
· Project schedule,
· List of  accomplishments and issues faced  for the reporting period, 
· Summary statement regarding progress against the development/construction plan including percent complete, a financial report  showing how funds have been  expended with back-up documentation,  and pictures of the project or project area.  
Per DOE requirements, all Utah SEP ARRA Formula Grant funds must be committed within eighteen (18) months of the effective date of the award, and all funds must be expended in-full within thirty-six (36) months of the effective date of the award. The effective date for the award is April 29, 2009. Funding available through this grant is for the entire program duration. DOE ARRA activity reporting categories for Utah SEP will include, but will not necessarily be limited to:
· Personel position title and number of hours worked for jobs created and retained 

· Energy saved, 

· Renewable energy installed capacity and energy generated, 

· Greenhouse gas emissions reduced, 
· Energy costs saved, and 
· Funds leveraged.
Additional information, and metrics will be required and the required reporting metrics may be updated per the requests of the U.S. Department of Energy.  The following will also be required.
· A final report is due upon completion of the project summarizing the project specifications, completion date, anticipated electricity production, education components and community benefits.
· An education plan and make accessible to visitors an educational interface to demonstrate performance of the system within the associated facility.  

· An integrated web based interface that will allow the State Agency or Institution and DFCM to demonstrate the “realtime” performance of the system on the DFCM website.
Timeline for completion of work
All work must be completed and all ARRA funds must be expended by the project end date as defined by DOE. Any funds that are not expended by this date will be revoked by DOE and will no longer be accessible to the contracted entity. Currently, the project end date is scheduled as April 30, 2012. If DOE adjusts this date, or any other rule, DFCM will notify the contracted entity immediately and the most up-to-date DOE rules must be complied with. 

Through required reporting, the contracted entity must demonstrate that activities are being carried out and that funds are being expended in an efficient and timely manner, according to the project timetable and in anticipation of the project end date as defined by DOE.

Preference will be given to proposals in which activities can be started and completed expeditiously. The timetable and applicant’s track record for delivering work on-time will be considered in the proposal evaluation process.

In the event that funds are not expended in a timely manner, Utah State Energy Program and or DFCM reserves the right to alter or terminate the contract between the contracted entity and Utah SEP, and to revoke funds from the program if deemed necessary.

If full funding for the project has not been secured by July 30, 2010 the project recipient may be asked withdraw their application.

Project sponsors are expected to notify the company as soon as possible in writing of any change in project scope. Re-sizing or changing the scope of a project will require the project sponsor to submit an updated application including an explanation of the change in scope.  The original level of funding provided will be re-evaluated at that time against the new project scope, and may require the return of funds to DFCM.      

APPLICATION INFORMATION
	1. General Information

	Date of submittal   
	

	Name of requesting organization 
	

	Please provide a general description of your organization.
	

	Organization Website
	

	Mailing Address 
	

	Phone 
	

	Email address 
	

	2.  Primary Contact Information

	Primary contact name (person DFCM should contact to discuss the application)
	

	Contact’s role in the project (internal project manager, advocate, Agency or Institution agent, etc.) Are you the person with the authority to apply for this grant? 
	

	Organization Name 
	

	Email address 
	

	Phone 
	

	Mailing Address
	

	3.  Project Site Description

	Name of proposed project, and brief description
	

	Physical Address where project will be installed (street address, city, state, zip code)
	

	Describe the energy performance of the facility that is associated with this project and any energy efficiency upgrades made to the facility. Provide the Energy Use Index and the MMBTU/sf if available. An EnergyStar score, or targeted score is also helpful if available. 
	

	Is the facility included in the Energy Star Portfolio? If yes, what is the most recent update in Energy Star Portfolio Manager?
	

	Is the associated State facility on the National Historic Register, or is it older than 50 years, or will the project be installed adjacent to or within the line of sight of a facility registered as Nationally Historic? If yes, please describe.
	

	General description of the proposed project site (description of site itself, location of generating equipment onsite, and location of interconnection, if grid tied).  
	

	Please indicate if this project is part of a new construction project or retrofit and/or if it is a project already under construction.
	

	4.  Project Information 

	What type of renewable energy system will this be?  (options are Solar Thermal Wind Turbine, Solar PV, Ground Source Heat Pump, Biomass 
	
	

	Please identify the proposed size of the project in kW, BTU/h or tons of capacity, as well as the annual estimated electricity generation in kilowatt-hours.
	

	Please describe the plan of how the knowledge gained will be used to build the renewable energy market.  Describe the type and style of the display interface within the building and on the internet.
	

	Is the project to be grid-tied?
	

	Who will operate and maintain the project?
	

	Indicate whether the site has been evaluated or measured for renewable energy output and compliance with local, state, and federal codes.
	

	Has a site feasibility assessment been completed, including a structural assessment?  If so, please attach. 
	


	5.  Technology 

	Technology type(s), e.g. solar, wind, etc. must meet program eligibility requirements.  Is the technology proven and established?
	
	· 

	Type of equipment to be utilized.
	

	List generator manufacturer(s), generator nameplate rating(s) and model number(s) for each generator to be employed.
	
	

	Is the equipment you require available now?
	

	What percent of the building energy use will the system offset?
	

	6.  Construction/Operation/Timeframe 

	Briefly describe the construction plan - design, engineering, procurement, and construction process. 
	
	· 

	Estimated date construction would be initiated.
	

	Estimated date construction would be completed.  (provide as detailed schedule available)
	
	

	Estimated commissioning/commercial online date.
	

	Has the system been fully engineered – do you have design details?
	

	Have all permits been secured or issued for the project (air/land use/construction permits) or have applications been submitted? If not, describe their status. Demonstrate that construction of the project is allowed by ordinance. 
	

	Have you considered the net-metering provisions in your construction timeline? 
	

	Have rights/leases been secured, if necessary?  
	

	Have construction proposals been obtained?  If so, please submit with your application. 
	

	Have interconnection arrangements been made? 
	

	What are the primary delay risks for completing the project?
	

	What critical approvals must be granted to this project, or it’s supporting agreements (e.g. grants, loans, PPAs, other off take agreements, interconnect, financing, etc.)?  Please be detailed about each pending approval process, given its impact on final commissioning date.
	

	What are the primary perceived risks to project approval and completion (internal opposition, permitting, credit challenges, etc.)?  Please describe risk mitigation plans for each risk.
	

	How many full time jobs (FTE) will be created for this project (calculate this as the number of hours worked each week divided by 40)?
	

	How many full time jobs (FTE) will be retained for this project (calculate this as the number of hours worked each week divided by 40)?
	

	7.  Ownership

	Who will own the project?  If more than one party, please list and mention responsibilities of each party and their ownership shares.
	
	· 

	Will the owner be a taxable entity?  If so, is the owner able to fully monetize available tax credits?  
	

	Please describe your experience and list credentials demonstrating your ability to undertake this project.
	

	Is the power and/or fuel generated from the project to be used onsite, sold to a utility, or sold to a 3rd party?  If so, approximately what percentage will be sold to each, and at what estimated price?
	

	8.  Project Cost & Cost Sharing Information

	Provide a detailed cost estimate for the project that itemizes all labor, equipment, supplies, fees and phases of the work, associated with the project.    
	
	· 

	What is the estimated price per watt? 
	
	· 

	Please identify sources of funding and the percent of total project cost this represents as well as the nature of the contribution – cash, in-kind, secured, and pending.   Describe all funding source partners and income streams to the project. We expect projects to leverage all potential sources of funding and identify those sources.  Please provide a commitment letter from each source.  
	

	Please indicate amount requested from DFCM.
	

	Please describe financial need and current level of project completion. Are funds from DFCM imperative to make the project a go?
	

	What are the estimated annual operating expenses of this project?
	

	9.  Environmental Attributes – Renewable Energy Credits 

	Have any arrangements or prearrangements been made with regard to assigning the ownership of any Renewable Energy Certificates (RECS also known as green tags) generated from the project?  Green tags are tradable financial instruments that represent the environmental attributes of electricity generated from renewable energy resources.  
	
	· 

	10.  Addition comments (or table of contents for attachments)

	


I certify that the information provided above responding to this questionnaire is both accurate and current.  I also understand that submitting an application in no way obligates DFCM to provide funding.  Funds are distributed at the sole discretion of DFCM to achieve the goals described in this application.
	Signature:
	
	· Date:
	

	Printed Name:
	
	
	

	Title:
	
	
	

	Company:
	
	
	


Contact number: ____________________________________

If this request is being submitted by a party other than the host, please indicate below that the organization has approved the project. Please provide the parties name and contact information below. 

	Name 
	Title 
	Contact Information 
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